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Description

This dataset contains five Excel files with monthly and quarterly longitudinal data on the
naturalization of foreigners and passport issuance collected from the Russian Ministry of
Internal Affairs (MVD), with a specific focus on Ukrainians. The goal of the data collection
is to contribute to our understanding of the extent of Russia's passportization and forced
naturalization of Ukrainians in the wake of the occupation and annexation of Ukrainian
territory since 2014. This first Excel file contains the absolute number of naturalizations in
Russia (in total and of Ukrainians) in the post-Soviet period from 1992 to 2022 and six
months in 2023. In addition to the MVD data covering the period 2016 to 2023, the first file
has been enriched with other secondary data sources taken from an academic paper
from 2014 by Olga Chudinovskikh on amendments to Russia's citizenship laws and the
effect on the naturalization of foreigners, and a media report from DW on the easing of
naturalization rules for Ukrainians adopted in 2017. The other four files cover the period
from 2016 to 2023 with data solely extracted from the MVD files. The second Excel file
containts the total number of naturalizations per month in Russia between May 2016 and
June 2023. The third Excel file containts the share of naturalized Ukrainians of the total
number of naturalized person in Russia between the third quarter in 2016 and the second
quarter in 2023 (structured as quarterly aggregated data). The fourth Excel file contains
the absolute number of naturalizations in selected Russian regions, and annexed Crimea
and Sevastopol, between quarter 4 in 2016 and the second quarter in 2023 (structured as
quarterly aggregated data). The fifth Excel file contains the absolute number of issued
passports in Russia between May 2016 and June 2023 (both domestic and foreign travel
IDs, monthly data). Apart from the country of origin, the publicly available MVD statistics
do not provide any further information about naturalized individuals or about those
receiving a passport. The data compilation contained in the Excel files primarily focuses
on Ukrainians. The entire dataset is described in detail in a separate Word file. Since only
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a small part of the data contained in the spreadsheets downloaded from the MVD website
was extracted for this collection, the original files are also included in a zip file.

Files

Discuss Data_File 1_Naturalizations 1992-2023.xlsx (data)

Discuss Data_File 2_Monthly naturalizations 2016-2023.xlsx (data)

Discuss Data_File 3_Naturalizations per quarter_total and of Ukrainians 2016-2023.xlsx
(data)

Discuss Data_File 4_Regional breakdown of naturalizations per quarter 2016-2023.xlsx
(data)

Discuss Data_File 5_Issued domestic and foreign passports per month 2016-2023.xlsx
(data)

Discuss Data_MVD naturalization_all spreadsheets.zip (data)

Discuss Data_The Four Modi of Russia’s Forced Naturalization of Ukrainians.docx (data
documentation)
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Period of data creation/gathering: from Aug. 1, 2023 to Nov. 30, 2023 

Date of data creation (text):
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Time period covered (text):
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Archival Signatures:

License:
Attribution and Share Alike: Open Data
Commons Open Database License
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Related datasets:

Related datasets (text):

Related publications:
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Russia’s Forced Naturalization of
Ukrainians: Passportization and its
Implications for Transitional Justice, in:
Issue 3, Ukrainian Analytical Digest, 2023, 
https://www.laender-analysen.de/uad 

Related projects: Russia's Passportization of the Donbas

Institutional affiliation: Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast
European Studies

Funding:

Methods of data collection: Desk Research, Document Analysis

Methods of data analysis: Descriptive Statistics

Version History

Publications

Fabian Burkhardt, The Four Modi of Russia’s Forced Naturalization of Ukrainians:
Passportization and its Implications for Transitional Justice, in: Issue 3, Ukrainian
Analytical Digest, 2023, https://www.laender-analysen.de/uad, https://www.laender-
analysen.de/uad (uses dataset) 

Data License

Attribution and Share Alike: Open Data Commons Open Database License (ODbL)
(standard)

Data Collections with the Open Data Commons Open Database License (ODbL) license
can be freely:

assessed and used
reused
and redistributed

if proper attribution is provided and as long as they are licensed under the same or a
compatible license (“share-alike”).

Any public use of the database, or works produced from the database, must be attributed
in the manner specified in the license. For any use or redistribution of the database, or
works produced from it, the license of the database must be clear and any notices on the
original database must be kept intact. If any adapted version of this database, or works
produced from an adapted database, are used, that adapted database must be offered
under the ODbL as well.

• 
• 
• 
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For more information, please read the Open Data Commons Open Database License
(ODbL) Full Legal Text.
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